
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? This 
Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven will return as you saw him go, alleluia.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 46)
ANTIPHON: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
RESPONSE: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
Or 
Alleluia!
LECTOR: All peoples, clap your hands, cry to God with shouts of joy! For the Lord, the Most 
High, we must fear, great king over all the earth. R.
LECTOR: God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. Sing praise for 
God, sing praise, sing praise to our king, sing praise. R.
LECTOR: God is king of all the earth. Sing praise with all your skill. God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people my gospel. I am with you 
always, until the end of the world. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age, alleluia.

TODAY’S READINGS Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23 (or Hebrews 9:24-28, 10:19-23); Luke 
24:46-53

NEXT WEEK (Pentecost Sunday, Year C): Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 103; Romans 8:8-17; John 14:15-
16, 23-26
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   The Italian composer Giacomo Puccini wrote 
famous operas such as La Boheme, Madama 
Butterfly and Tosca. It was during his battle with 
terminal cancer in 1922 that he began to write 
Turandot, which many consider his best work. 
   He worked on the score day and night, despite 
his friends’ advice to rest, and to save his energy. 
When his sickness worsened, Puccini said to his 
disciples, “If I don’t finish Turandot, I want you 
to finish it.” He died of a heart attack in 1924, 
leaving the work unfinished. 
   His disciples gathered all that was written for 
Turandot, studied it in detail, and then proceeded 
to write the remainder of the opera. The world 
premier was in La Scala Opera House in Milan 
in 1926, and Maestro Arturo Toscanini, Puccini’s 
favourite student, conducted it. The opera went 
beautifully, until Toscanini came to the end of the 
part written by Puccini.
   He stopped the music, put down the baton, 
turned to the audience, and announced, “Thus far 
the master wrote, but he died.” There was a long 
pause; no one moved. Toscanini then picked up 
the baton, turned to the audience and, with tears 
in his eyes, announced, “But his disciples finished 
his work.” The opera closed to thunderous 
applause and has found a permanent place in the 
annals of great operas.
   The Easter season concludes the public life 
of Jesus, but before he returns to the Father, he 
gathers his disciples. He asks them to be his 
witnesses to the world and continue his ministry 

by proclaiming the good news and under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit calling people to 
newness of life.
   The feast of the ascension reminds us of our 
collective responsibility for mission. We are 
baptised into the community of believers and 
share an identity, but life as Catholic Christians 
is a call to share the mission of Jesus. 
   We may think that mission and evangelisation 
are the responsibility of clergy and religious, but 
they are the responsibility of all the baptised. 
Pope Francis consistently emphasises that 
the Church does not engage in proselytising 
but grows through “attraction” and the witness 
of lived faith, is how we best share the gospel 
message and invite others to follow Christ. 
   Jesus is no longer physically among us, but 
he reminds us that he journeys with us and that 
the Holy Spirit accompanies us in our journey 
through life.
   Bearing witness does not necessarily mean 
speaking about our beliefs, although this is 
what happened with the first disciples. It means 
integrity of life where our actions match our 
words. It may also mean on occasion being 
willing to engage in dialogue with others who 
do not share our belief, but who have questions. 
Dialogue is an essential part of witness to our 
belief. Like the first disciples of Jesus and 
Puccini’s disciples, it is our task to bring their 
work to completion.
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