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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of
your poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those
who seek you.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 32)
ANTIPHON: Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.
RESPONSE: Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.
LECTOR: Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. They are
happy, whose God is the Lord, the people he has chosen as his own. R.
LECTOR: The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in his love, to rescue
their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. R.
LECTOR: Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our shield. May your love be
upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. R.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful and ready: You know not when the Son
of Man is coming. Alleluia!
COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of
finest wheat.
Or
The bread that I will give, says the Lord, is my flesh for the life of the world.
TODAY’S READINGS Wisdom 18:6-9; Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19; Luke 12:32-48
NEXT WEEK (20th Sunday, Year C) Jeremiah 38: 4-6, 8-10; Psalm 39; Hebrews 12:1-4; Luke
12:49-53

Brighten up
your day with
The Majellan

Prayer Pack
St Gerard’s feast day is
celebrated on October 16.
So, why not purchase a
prayer pack that includes
a St Gerard’s medal and a
manual for just $7 (down
from $9.50). Details at
www.majellan.media

Waiting for
Jesus’ return!
A priest walked into a bar and made an
announcement. “Anyone who wants to go to
heaven, please stand up now.”
Everyone stood except for one man who
continued to sip his drink at the bar.
The priest said to him, “Sir, don’t you want
to go to heaven when you die?”
The man looked up and said, “When I die?
Yes. But I thought you were gathering a
group to go now.”
In today’s gospel, the Evangelist Luke
brings together several of Jesus’ parables
that focus on the call to persevere and to
be vigilant as we await the final end-time
drama.
As Christians, we inhabit a strange
situation where we must live out our busy,
work-a-day lives while always conscious
that Jesus will one day return and utterly
transform the world as we know it. The
very ordinariness of our lives is always
threatened by a possible outbreak of the
extraordinary. As Luke’s Jesus warns us, his
return will come on “a day and at an hour we
do not expect” (Luke 12:40)
Like the man in the story above drinking
quietly in the bar, however, we are not quite
prepared for that final day to happen any
time soon. While each day we pray the
words of the Our Father, “may your kingdom
come”, we silently add the caveat, “but not
right now”. We have plans and dreams yet
unrealised; tasks unfinished; and hopes
unfulfilled. If the second coming of Jesus is
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imminent, it would prove inconvenient.
This reaction is, in part, due to fear – fear of
the unknown. Jesus told us very little about
the when and the what of the end times.
Indeed, in Mark’s Gospel (13:32) Jesus
says that not even he was privy to the exact
timetable of the last days. We are told that we
must remain at our posts, be on guard, and be
ready for Jesus’ return.
But generations have passed since the time
of Jesus, and little has changed. War and
want, pandemics and politicking, disease and
death continue to define our world. So, it isn’t
simply fear that has led to trepidations about
the end, it is also weariness; we have grown
weary of waiting for Jesus’ return.
Today’s gospel suggests that because of
this weariness, our focus has turned from
Jesus’ return and the coming of the God’s
kingdom to the acquisition of worldly wealth
and the attainment of personal success.
We must ask ourselves, have we lost sight
of what ultimately matters in life? If so,
then it may be time to reboot and to renew;
to reconsider our priorities and reorder our
plans and dreams, tasks and hopes. We may
not know the day or the hour when Jesus
will return. But ‘right now’ is the perfect
day and hour to reflect on our goals, our
achievements, and our values to determine if
they are helping or hindering our faith journey.
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