
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, and 
there is none that can resist your will. For you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, 
and all that is held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 127)
ANTIPHON: May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.  
RESPONSE: May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.  
LECTOR: O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! By the labour of your 
hands you shall eat. You will be happy and prosper. R.
LECTOR: Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; your children like 
shoots of the olive, around your table. R.
LECTOR: Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord. May the Lord bless you 
from Zion in a happy Jerusalem all the days of your life! May you see your children’s children. On 
Israel, peace! R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! If we love one another, God will live in us in perfect 
love. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul 
that seeks him.

Or

Though many, we are one bread, one body, for we all partake of the one Bread and one 
Chalice.

TODAY’S READINGS Genesis 2:18-24; Hebrews 2:9-11; Mark 10:2-16  

NEXT WEEK (28th Sunday of Year B)  Wisdom 7:7-11; Psalm 89; Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 10:17-
30
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 Christmas cards
 The Majellan Christmas 
cards are a perfect way to 
send a joyful message of 
love to those you care about. 
Our cards convey the true 
meaning of Christmas and 
are beautifully designed. The 
price per set is $8.00 for up to 
9 sets and includes postage. 
Details at: https://majellan.
media/product/christmas-

Yuletide cheer  
withMajellan 
Christmas cards

Let the children 
come to me

   The long form of this week’s gospel reading 
includes some strange words that are worth 
our careful reflection. The disciples get 
annoyed at people bringing children to Jesus 
so that he can bless them. 
   You can imagine their grumbling: “We have 
work to do, God’s work! We don’t have time 
to waste like this. We have to make it to the 
next town by nightfall. Crowds are waiting to 
be taught. Sick need healing. Possessed need 
deliverance. We will be here all day with all 
these children …” 
   The disciples, the insiders, the privileged 
participants in Jesus’ mission, in their zeal and 
sincerity still miss the essential point. In fact, 
throughout the gospels, Jesus’ most intimate 
friends and his most devoted followers, 
struggle to comprehend what following Jesus 
is really all about. 
   They put their understanding of God, of his 
Kingdom, of Jesus, before God, his Kingdom 
and Jesus. They make a box and place God, 
the Kingdom and Jesus inside of it, instead 
of letting their little box be broken open by 
the wonder of who God is, and what God is 
accomplishing in Jesus for the world (which is 
called the “Kingdom”). 
   Just like the disciples, our ideas of Jesus 
and his mission can be too convenient and 
comfortable, too idolatrous and narrow. This 
was the problem with Jesus’ disciples and it’s 
the problem with Jesus’ disciples today. 
   But again and again, Jesus mercifully 

and patiently corrects his disciples’ 
misunderstandings; he breaks open their all-
too-narrow, all-too-convenient understandings 
of himself and his Kingdom. 
   How does Jesus break open and transform 
our understanding in this story of the little 
children? It’s all revealed in Jesus’ response 
to them when they try to bar the children from 
coming to him: “Let the children come to me, 
do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God 
 belongs to such as these.”
   On the one hand, the disciples know that 
Jesus’ mission is the Kingdom; the reign and 
rule of God over all the earth, the eradication 
of all injustice, suffering and evil, the gathering 
of all peoples as one in obedience to their 
Creator — all of this and more is Jesus’ singular 
purpose in his teaching and in his actions. The 
disciples, like us, believe this and devote their 
entire lives to it. What is the problem, then? 
Jesus’ disciples continually struggle to 
understand this rule and reign of God. 
   Jesus demands a complete undoing of what 
we think rule and reign is. The Kingdom is not 
accomplished by might, strategy and self-
interest, but by humility, self-sacrifice and love. 
Strength, wealth, good looks and smarts get 
you nowhere! Jesus tells us frankly: “Amen, 
I say to you, whoever does not accept the 
Kingdom of God like a child, will not enter it.”
		
			   W Chris Hackett
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