
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be not far from me! 
Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation!

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 17)
ANTIPHON: I love you, Lord, my strength.
RESPONSE: I love you, Lord, my strength.
LECTOR: I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress, my saviour. My God is the rock 
where I take refuge; my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. The Lord is worthy of all praise: 
when I call I am saved from my foes. R.
LECTOR: Long life to the Lord, my rock! Praised be the God who saves me. He has given great 
victories to his king and shown his love for his anointed. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me keep my words, and my father will 
love them, and we will come to them.  Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in 
your presence, O Lord.

Or 

Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so whoever feeds on 
me shall have life because of me, says the Lord.

TODAY’S READINGS Deuteronomy 6:2-6; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 12:28-34

NEXT WEEK (32nd Sunday of Year B)  1 Kings 17:10-16; Psalm 145; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 
12:38-44
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      Christmas cards
The Majellan Christmas cards 
are a perfect way to send a 
joyful message of love to those 
you care about. But time is 
running out. Last orders will be 
on Monday December 9. The 
price per set is $8.00 for up to 
9 sets and includes postage. 
Details at: https://majellan.
media/product/christmas-
cards-2024/

Majellan 
Christmas cards 
- buy now!

God’s love is 
written on our 
hearts

3 November 2024    31st Sunday, Year B
From the moment in Chapter 12 of the Book 
of Genesis when God promises salvation 
to Abraham, the story of the Old Testament 
people is one of them repeatedly being called 
to faithfulness. In the Book of Deuteronomy, 
we listen to Moses, who having just received 
the Ten Commandments, now tells the people 
not to regard these Commandments as a list 
of instructions to be obeyed, but words to be 
written on their hearts. 
   When Jesus is questioned by the scribe 
about which is the first of the commandments, 
without hesitation, Jesus sums it all up by 
reminding him that everything begins and 
ends with the love of God and our neighbour. 
Happily, and for once with one of the scribes, 
the conversation ends in agreement and Jesus 
is able to assure him that he is “not far from 
the Kingdom of God.” Notably the scribe has 
recognised that love is more important than 
any holocaust or sacrifice.
   I suggest that here we have a fruitful focus 
for our meditation. The Law of God is not there 
to make life difficult for us or to catch us out, 
but when it is written on our hearts, it enables 
us to live a life of love: to live life to the full. 
When Jesus came into our world he presented 
us with a wholly new vision of God. He reveals 
that God is a Father who has created us for 
love and in sending his Son has shown us 
the ultimate meaning of sacrifice, for we now 

know that we have a God who literally loves 
us to death. 
   Accordingly, in the letter to the Hebrews the 
nature of priesthood and sacrifice is explored. 
Christ has made the ultimate sacrifice “once 
and for all.” Now it is up to us to imitate his 
sacrificial form of loving by recognising that 
love is the emptying of ourselves so that we 
can give ourselves completely to God and our 
neighbour. That is precisely why we gather 
each Sunday to celebrate the Eucharist: the 
memorial of Christ’s sacrifice and the means 
whereby he fulfils his promise to be with us 
always; the means whereby he unites us with 
himself and one another by feeding us with 
himself. 
   Jesus assured us the Holy Spirit would 
lead us to all truth: the truth about God, 
about ourselves and about the world around 
us. At each Eucharist we invoke the Holy 
Spirit to make Christ present so that we can 
indeed be transformed into his Body and be 
able to proclaim a message of love, hope, 
compassion and reconciliation to a world 
which so desperately needs more people to 
have God’s word written on their hearts. 
   When we are sent forth from the Eucharist 
this weekend, may it be with renewed 
confidence that God’s word is written large on 
our hearts.
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