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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Your merciful love, O God, we have received in the midst
of your temple. Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right
hand is filled with saving justice.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 65)
ANTIPHON: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
RESPONSE: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
LECTOR: Cry out with joy to God all the earth, O sing to the glory of his name. O render him
glorious praise. Say to God: “How tremendous your deeds!” R.
LECTOR: Before you all the earth shall bow; shall sing to you, sing to your name!” Come and
see the works of God, tremendous his deeds among men. R.
LECTOR: He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the river dry-shod. Let our joy then
be in him; he rules for ever by his might. R.
LECTOR: Come and hear, all who fear God. I will tell what he did for my soul. Blessed be God
who did not reject my prayer nor withhold his love from me. R.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and the
fullness of his message live within you. Alleluia!
COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed the man
who seeks refuge in him.
Or
Come to me, all who labour and are burdened, and I will refresh you, says the Lord.
TODAY’S READINGS Isaiah 66:10-14; Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
NEXT WEEK (15th Sunday, Year C) Deut 30:10-14; Psalm 68; Colossians 1:15-20; Luke 10:25-37
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Praying with St Gerard
St Gerard Majella, a Redemptorist
brother, has long been known as
a helper of families, especially
expectant mothers, new mothers,
and children. You can ask him
to support your petition by his
prayers. Your request will be sent
to Redemptorist communities in
Australia so that they can pray
for your intention in their Masses.
Details at www.majellan.media/
your-prayers/
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There’s much discussion at the diocesan
and national levels about mission renewal
in keeping with what Pope Francis has said,
“The joy of the church is to evangelise”. In
one way or another we’re all involved in this
mission, and as the pope has reminded us,
‘mission has a centre and it has a face.’
It’s about Jesus, about others, as it is
in today’s gospel, when Jesus sends out
seventy-two followers to the towns and
places he is to visit. From the first, when
the harvest is mentioned, there’s an urgency
about this sending out. The labourers are
few so what should we do? He will send
workers if we ask, but what if this means you
and I will have to offer ourselves?
As the gospel emphasizes, we’ll only be
able to do this if we depend on the Lord
and each other, for Jesus encourages us
to walk together, to be sustained by one
another. As we go, we’re left in no doubt
about the challenges that await us, the lack
of welcome, the opposition, but we’re to
stay focused on the job at hand and not be
distracted by money, or possessions, or the
exchange of pleasantries.
As we enter each household the peace
we offer isn’t simply a polite greeting, but a
gift of God. Convey something of this peace
and don’t expect any feel-good factor in
return; and if you’re not accepted don’t start
worrying, but stay open to it, let this peace

sustain you. We’re to have confidence that
whatever we need will be provided.
What else might we do? Offer some help,
some healing, and know that ‘the kingdom
of God is very near to you’ i.e., Jesus is alive,
among us. Reach out to others and begin
to discover this. And, if we’re not welcome
somewhere, draw attention to it by shaking
the dust from our feet, or some other action,
so we might all get a chance to re-consider.
Once again, it’s a reminder that for Jesus
there is a sense of urgency in what he says:
it’s a moment of truth.
When the seventy-two return full of joy at
what has happened, Jesus reminds them
that victory over Satan, our great accuser,
will happen, and is already happening and
they’ll be alright, which is to say we will be
alright, because the ‘sending out of them’
means we’re all involved in this. And it’s not
a question of what we might be able to do so
much as what God is able to do through us.
The joy of the gospel is there in the psalm
and the first reading from Isaiah, but now
Jesus is alive, in our midst; and if he rises
with the wounds on his body then it brings us
to the cross, which is Paul’s only boast in the
second reading.
In him is revealed God’s love for us, which
we’re sent out to give away: it’s our mission.
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