
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make haste to 
help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 89)
ANTIPHON: In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.
RESPONSE: In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.
LECTOR: You turn men back into dust and say: “Go back, sons of men.” To your eyes a 
thousand years are like yesterday, come and gone, no more than a watch in the night. R.
LECTOR: You sweep men away like a dream, like grass which springs up in the morning. In the 
morning it springs up and flowers: by evening it withers and fades. R.
LECTOR: Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of heart. Lord, relent! 
Is your anger for ever? Show pity to your servants. R.
LECTOR: In the morning, fill us with your love; we shall exult and rejoice all our days. Let the 
favour of the Lord be upon us: give success to the work of our hands. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is 
theirs! Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, endowed 
with all delights and sweetness in every taste. 

Or

I am the bread of life, says the Lord; whoever comes to me will not hunger and whoever 
believes in me will not thirst.

TODAY’S READINGS Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23; Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11; Luke 12:21-32

NEXT WEEK (19th Sunday of Year C)  Wisdom 18:6-9; Ps 32; Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Luke 12:32-48
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  This week’s readings explore the theme of our 
enduring inheritance in God. The first reading 
reminds us that, of earthly treasures: “All is 
vanity”. The psalm counsels us to realise “the 
shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of 
heart” and encourages us to keep our gaze fixed 
on God for “in every age, O Lord, you have been 
our refuge.” The second reading urges us to seek 
the things that are above, where Christ is, and 
that “the life you have is hidden with Christ in 
God” (Colossians 3:3). 
   Vineyard owners in the Barossa Valley recently 
discovered ancestor vines which were planted 
between 1843 and 1847. Almost miraculously, 
these ancient vines are still yielding fruit and, 
indeed, still producing exquisite wines.
   Wine makers often speak of the four essential 
ingredients of wine-making: the varietal – the 
specific variety of grape used; the vineyard – soil, 
climate and related factors; the vintage – the 
year in which the wine was made; and the vintner 
– the wine maker’s skills and experience. These 
components are all essential in crafting a wine 
of quality and distinction. In addition, another 
critical factor is the aging process – a series of 
complex chemical reactions over time as the 
wine is stored. The finest wines will improve with 
age. 
   This is a beautiful metaphor for our spiritual 
journey. Like the intimate intertwining of the 
various ingredients of wine-making, we are 
formed and shaped by grace as we open 
ourselves more and more to God. 

   In the gospel reading, Jesus tells the parable of 
the rich man who stores up treasure, but in vain, 
for he soon dies. Jesus advises the crowd that “a 
man’s life is not made secure by what he owns” 
(Luke 12:14).
   St Benedict always encouraged his followers 
to be open to ongoing conversion. Growing in 
God is a process of continually listening. God 
makes us aware of new insights and ways of 
being. At times, the process may seem hidden 
or unexpected. But gradually, we discover our 
identity and vocation as a follower of Christ. 
   Throughout his life French artist Paul Cezanne 
painted a mountain, Mont Sainte-Victoire, in his 
hometown of Aix-en-Provence in 36 oil paintings 
and 45 water colours. At different points, he 
depicted Mont Sainte-Victoire differently, amidst 
a changing landscape of trees, bushes and 
houses.  
   Cezanne’s earlier depictions are bold and 
striking. However, the dramatic quality of his 
earlier paintings gives way to a gentler, more 
ethereal depiction as Cezanne matured. Despite 
the differences, each painting has been praised 
as a masterpiece of perspective – the mountain 
seems both near and within our grasp, as well as 
just beyond our immediate reach. It is a striking 
image for our lives: we live within the shaping 
hand of God’s grace. Within the depths of our 
being, God is at work to create our lives as a 
vintage of exquisite distinction. 
   Sophie Clements
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