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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long.
O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 67)
ANTIPHON: God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.
RESPONSE: God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.
LECTOR: The just shall rejoice at the presence of God, they shall exult and dance for joy. O
sing to the Lord, make music to his name; rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. R.
LECTOR: Father of the orphan, defender of the widow, such is God in his holy place. God gives
the lonely a home to live in; he leads the prisoners forth into freedom. R.
LECTOR: You poured down, O God, a generous rain: when your people were starved you gave
them new life. It was there that your people found a home, prepared in your goodness, O God, for
the poor. R.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for I am
gentle and lowly in heart. Alleluia!
COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep for
those who fear you.
Or
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God. Blessed are they who
are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
TODAY’S READINGS Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29; Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24; Luke 14:1, 7-14
NEXT WEEK (23rd Sunday, Year C) Wisdom 9:13-18; Psalm 89; Phil 9-10, 12-17; Luke 14:25-33

Brighten up
your day with
The Majellan

Prayer Pack
St Gerard’s feast day is
celebrated on October 16.
So, why not purchase a
prayer pack that includes
a St Gerard’s medal and a
manual for just $7 (down
from $9.50). Details at
www.majellan.media

Extending our
hospitality
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In today’s gospel, we see again how deeply
Jesus understands our human condition.
He had watched how people behave when
they attend a dinner gathering and noticed
how they presume to seat themselves in
positions of honour.
His parable tells of the guest who is invited
to a wedding and, having seated himself at
the place of honour, is then asked by the
host to give up that place and move to a
lower position. We can all imagine the acute
embarrassment and disgrace we would feel
in such a situation. How we dread being
embarrassed or disgraced, especially in front
of others.
Jesus offers wise advice: choose the
lesser place; then you can’t be disgraced,
and you may even be called higher and have
people see you honoured.
But more than simply sensible and helpful
advice, Jesus is teaching his disciples
about the Kingdom of God and who will be
honoured there. There, he tells them, “All who
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those
who humble themselves will be exalted.”
Beware those who exalt themselves! The
places of honour will be given not to the selfrighteous but to the truly righteous.
In a second parable, Jesus turns attention
to the behaviour of the host, the one who
chooses the guests to be invited to the
party. Here Jesus focuses on our tendency
to invite those who are important to us, be

it our friends, neighbours, colleagues, people
who will reciprocate and return our hospitality
and favour in some way.
Radically turning this fairly normal way of
doing things upside down, Jesus challenges
us instead to invite and share our resources
and extend our hospitality to the poor, the
marginalised, the needy, the very people who
won’t be able to repay us. If you do this, Jesus
teaches, “you will be blessed, because they
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.”
Jesus doesn’t berate us for wanting to be
repaid. What he wants us to understand is
the hospitality to which we, his disciples, are
called. His parables today point us to the
hospitality that is the mark of the Kingdom of
God, whose concern and preference is always
for the poor, the lonely, the little ones, the
marginalised, the lost, the broken-hearted.
Jesus himself is the supreme exemplar of
the truly righteous; he who humbled himself
even to death on a cross; he whose hospitality
knew no bounds. No one was ever turned
away. Everyone was welcome in his presence
and at his table, rich and poor, learned and
unschooled, young and old, male and female.
So, once again, Jesus profoundly challenges
us to genuine humility and a generous
hospitality in all our dealings with others –
individually, as a community, and as a church.
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