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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with
true judgement, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed your commandments. But
give glory to your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 24)

ANTIPHON: Remember your mercies, O Lord.

RESPONSE: Remember your mercies, O Lord.

LECTOR: Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. Make me walk in your
truth, and teach me: for you are God my saviour. R.

LECTOR: Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have shown from of old. Do not

remember the sins of my youth. In your love remember me, because of your goodness, O Lord.

R

LECTOR: The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to those who stray, he guides the
humble in the right path; he teaches his way to the poor. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; | know
them, and they follow me. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by which
you have given me hope. This is my comfort when | am brought low.

Or

By this we came to know the love of God: that Christ laid down his life for us; so we ought to
lay down our lives for one another.

TODAY'S READINGS Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11; Matthew 21:28-32

NEXT WEEK (27th Sunday of Year A) Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 79; Philippians 4:6-9; Matthew 21:33-
43

Majellan Christmas cards are now
on sale for $12 for a pack of 10.
Go to majellan.media/product/
christmas-cards-2026/
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Rewarding the
repentant heart

This week's Second Reading contains a very
early Christian hymn and quotes from the
prophet Isaiah, which proclaims that “all beings
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld
should bend the knee” to God (Is. 45:23). But St
Paul instead writes: “at the name of Jesus."

Here, St Paul attributes eternal and divine
kingship to Jesus. He explains that Jesus was
divine from the beginning, but “did not cling to
his equality with God but emptied himself to
assume the condition of a slave.

Jesus had been claiming this authority since
he began his ministry. In the gospel, which
follows the cleansing of the money changers
from the Temple, Jesus continues to challenge
the chief priests over who is best placed to
represent God in the world.

The Jewish leaders claimed to be the
mouthpieces of God and models of the kind of
life that God wanted from his people. But, as
Jesus had been demonstrating since he arrived
in Jerusalem, the chief priests had become
corrupt, abusing their positions. By contrast, as
we hear in the Second Reading, Jesus is about
to display what the self-sacrificing love of God
really looks like by “accepting death, death on a
cross.”

Jesus’ parable - about the father who asks his
two sons to work in his vineyard - is significant
because it evokes an Old Testament image of
Israel as a vineyard lovingly created by God
that produces rotten fruit (Isaiah 5). Although
Israel, particularly its religious leaders, have
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been chosen to be an instrument through which
God blesses the whole world (see Genesis 12),
they have not led lives that reflect who God is.
They have signed up to God's service but haven't
delivered.

But, as Jesus explains, those with clearly flawed
lives are more likely to acknowledge their failings,
turn away from how they were living, and be
fruitful for God.

Rewarding the repentant heart was God's plan
from the start. As God says through the prophet
Ezekiel in the First Reading, “When the sinner
renounces sin to become law-abiding and honest,
he deserves to live."

In comparison to John the Baptist, whom Jesus
described as “a pattern of true righteousness,’
none of us look particularly good. Yet it was the
tax collectors and sinners who were more likely to
listen and be changed by Jesus than those who
seemed blameless.

Let us allow Jesus to challenge us when we,
like the second son in the parable, have said “Yes”
but have then gone off and done otherwise. Let
us hear and respond to God's call and go out and
work in the vineyard, as a member of Christ's
Body, which he gave up for love of the world.

Let us pray with the Psalm: “Lord, make me
know your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Make
me walk in your truth and teach me: for you are
God, my saviour.
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