
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with 
true judgement, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed your commandments. But 
give glory to your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 145)
ANTIPHON: Praise the Lord, my soul!
RESPONSE: Praise the Lord, my soul!
or Alleluia!
LECTOR: It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just to those who are oppressed. It is 
he who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free. R.
LECTOR:  It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up those who are bowed down. 
It is the Lord who loves the just, the Lord, who protects the stranger. R.
LECTOR: He upholds the widow and orphan but thwarts the path of the wicked. The Lord will 
reign for ever, Zion’s God, from age to age. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to make 
you rich out of his poverty. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by which 
you have given me hope. This is my comfort when I am brought low.

Or 

By this we came to know the love of God: that Christ laid down his life for us; so we ought to 
lay down our lives for one another. 

TODAY’S READINGS Amos 6:1, 4-7; 1 Timothy 6:11-16; Luke 16:19-31

NEXT WEEK (27th Sunday, Year C) Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4; Psalm 94; 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14; 
Luke 17:5-10
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  St Gerard’s Feast Day Blessing
Join us online in celebration for St Gerard Majella’s feast 
day on Sunday October 16. St Gerard was born on April 6, 
1726, in Muro Lucano, in Southern Italy. He desperately 
wanted to serve God but was twice rejected by the 
Capuchin order because of his sickly health. He was 
finally accepted by the Redemptorists as a lay brother. 
Saint Gerard died of tuberculosis at the age of 29. His 
intercession is sought for children, unborn children, women 
in childbirth, mothers, expectant mothers, motherhood, 
the falsely accused, good confessions and lay brothers. 
To receive the program and prayer card and register your 
prayer intention go to www.majellan.media/your-prayers
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Knowing the 
nobody as 
somebody

25 September 2022    26th Sunday Year C   It’s easy enough to be invisible in our 
society, just be poor. We often don’t see 
the outsiders, who become the nobodies, 
and then, quite literally, we remove them 
from our sight – to cheap motels, to grotty 
boarding houses, to the edges of our cities, 
to Christmas Island, while not forgetting 
those who lie at our gates in what we call the 
‘Third World’: out of sight so they might all 
be kept out of mind.  
   We see them differently in this week’s 
gospel where the nobody is revealed as a 
somebody. Lazarus lies at the rich man’s 
gate, hoping for a few crumbs from his 
table, but the rich man doesn’t see him. His 
lifestyle doesn’t allow for Lazarus, though we 
often see him on our streets, occasionally 
thinking if I give him something he’ll probably 
spend it on alcohol or drugs.  
   We’re more familiar with the rich man 
because he resembles us, even if we think 
who me, rich? No way. At least he doesn’t 
call the police to come and move Lazarus 
on, which is a reminder that he’s not simply 
self-serving and Lazarus isn’t necessarily 
virtuous, but that’s not the point of the 
parable: it’s that the rich man simply doesn’t 
acknowledge his existence.
Then Lazarus dies and is taken up to heaven, 
finding a home in Abraham’s bosom and, 
soon after, the rich man dies and finds 
himself in Hades. The nobody is seen as a 
somebody and vice versa. In torment the 

rich man asks Abraham to send Lazarus, 
whom he now acknowledges by name, with 
a little water to cool him, and when Abraham 
replies it’s impossible, the rich man says, 
then send him to warn his five brothers, but 
Abraham says, let them listen to Moses and 
the prophets and if they won’t, then someone 
rising from the dead isn’t going to convince 
them.   
   They certainly won’t listen to the prophet 
Amos, an outsider himself, who denounces 
the self-absorbed well-to-do, who are so 
caught up in their lifestyles that they’re 
blinded to the needs of the poor. Nor will they 
sing the psalm of God’s love for all those cast 
out, those whom scripture says we must care 
for. This applies as much to the Pharisees 
to whom the parable is addressed, as it 
does to us, because we’re prone to the same 
satisfactions, the same reluctance to change 
our lives.  
   At a weekly café run by a nearby parish, 
lunch is provided for anyone who comes, and 
so they all sit down together to eat, visitors 
and helpers, for a moment recognising there’s 
no more them and us, there’s simply us: it’s 
a moment of grace. And when we’re able to 
be with the poor, the outsiders, the nobodies, 
and know them as somebodies, we’ll begin to 
know Jesus Christ as Paul speaks of him at 
the end of the second reading, making real on 
earth God’s unending love.   
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