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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) To you | call; for you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear
to me; hear my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect
me.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 120)

ANTIPHON: Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

RESPONSE: Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

LECTOR: | lift up my eyes to the mountains: from where shall come my help? My help shall come
from the Lord who made heaven and earth. R.

LECTOR: May he never allow you to stumble! Let him sleep not, your guard. No, he sleeps not nor
slumbers, Israel's guard. R.

LECTOR: The Lord is your guard and your shade; at your right side he stands. By day the sun shall
not smite you nor the moon in the night. R.

LECTOR: The Lord will guard you from evil, he will guard your soul. The Lord will guard your going
and coming both now and for ever. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! The word of God is living and active; it probes the
thoughts and motives of our heart. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him,
who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.

or
The Son of Man has come to give his life as a ransom for many.
TODAY'S READINGS Exodus 17:8-13; 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:2; Luke 18:1-8

NEXT WEEK (30th Sunday of Year C) Sir 35:12-14, 16-18; Psalm 32; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke
18:9-14
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In solidarity
with Jesus

Fr Figaredo with one of the disabled children. Courtesy of Fr Figuredo. 19 October 2025 29th Sunday Year C

The determined widow in this week's parable
encourages us to persist in prayer. She was not
deterred by the judge who neither feared God
nor cared what people thought. Instead, she
demonstrates what St Therese of Liseux
described as a “surge of the heart”: a trust and
confidence in God who knows what we need
and who draws close to us.

Indeed, when we pray, we need not speak
much at all; but merely let ourselves be
still before God and let God nourish us. St
Alphonsus Ligouri advised us to “speak with
familiarity and confidence as to your dearest
and most loving friend. In return, God will speak
to you - not that you will hear audible words
in your ears, but words that you will clearly
understand in your heart

But the gift of prayer goes beyond
intercession. In prayer, we discover a clear
vision of our deepest identity - both of who
we are and whose we are — and of who we
are called to be and what we are called to do.
Being aware of how God is at work in our lives
awakens within us a response to be a prophetic
presence in the world. We are not content to act
within the limits of our current reality, but are
inspired to move towards that vision of who we
are called to be.

We are invited to enter ever more deeply into
the mystery of God - into a divine presence
and purpose larger than our finite frames of
reference. We are drawn into the ongoing

work of God within us, throughout the world
and, indeed, in the whole of creation. In this
way, prayer awakens us and inspires us to act,
to make a difference by bringing about justice,
mercy and wholeness.

As a sixteen-year-old, Monsignor Enrique (Kike)
Figaredo, a Spanish Jesuit who has spent his life
working with victims of landmines in Cambodia,
once prayed on a Holy Thursday at a Taize
monastery for God to enlighten him with his life’s
direction. He said he was “looking for Jesus,
like a madman’. He heard within his heart Jesus
saying to him, “Don't go crazy. If you want to
know me, | live with others. My face is that of
people. If you look for me, look for me in people.”
This realisation inspired him to dedicate his life
to victims of landmines.

Known as the Bishop of the Wheelchairs,
Monsignor Figaredo wears a crucifix which he
describes as the wheelchair crucifix. One of the
legs of the crucified figure is shorter than the
other. This wheelchair crucifix is a symbol of
the victims of landmines; of Jesus in solidarity
with people who suffer from landmines; and of
God entering into the suffering of his people
and illuminating their lives. Kike, as Monsignor
Figaredo is affectionately known to Cambodians,
says the wheelchair is his sacrament. It is where
human suffering meets the beauty of God's love.

God is intimately present with his people and
his love transforms every human experience.
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