
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I 
will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 85)
ANTIPHON: Lord, you are good and forgiving.
RESPONSE: Lord, you are good and forgiving.

LECTOR: O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of love to all who call. Give heed, O Lord, to 
my prayer and attend to the sound of my voice. R.
LECTOR: : All the nations shall come to adore you and glorify your name, O Lord: for you are 
great and do marvellous deeds, you who alone are God. R.
LECTOR: But you, God of mercy and compassion, slow to anger, O Lord, abounding in love and 
truth, turn and take pity on me. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a 
memorial of his wonders; he gives food to those who fear him.

Or

Behold, I stand at the door and knock, says the Lord. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door to me, I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me.

TODAY’S READINGS Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Romans 8:26-27; Matthew 13:24-43

NEXT WEEK (17th Sunday of Year A)  1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 118; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52
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   Jesus is a strange and disconcerting figure. 
His words are biting and odd. They are elusive 
and obscure. At the same time, they command 
attention and demand a response. His actions are 
similar. He’s not what is expected. He’s dangerous. 
He’s impossible to ignore. The religious and 
political leaders of his day understood this. That’s 
why they crucified him. 
   If you are familiar with the portrait of God built 
up in the Old Testament, maybe you are not so 
surprised about Jesus. If that God, the God of 
Israel becomes human, you are going to get an 
irrepressible wildfire, an elusive, odd, dangerous   
   One, beyond our control and manipulation, and 
yet close, too close, too committed for comfort.
You are going to get a God who, as man, fully, even 
‘wildly,’ devotes himself to the end he has for his 
good creation, despite our best attempts to wrest 
our own little piece of it from him for our ridiculous 
and narrow designs. You are going to get a God 
who, as man, irreparably binds, weds himself to 
humanity in unimaginable impassioned love. 
   You are going to get a God who, as man, 
provokes his own inevitable suffering and death at 
the hand of his beloved. He’s ineffable, inscrutable, 
uncontainable, unstoppable. He’s definitely not 
safe. No! He’s too good to be safe. There’s only 
ever more mystery to him.
   Alas we have our own two-thousand-years-after-
the-event strategies for handling Jesus. We can’t 

kill him. We are the ones who love him and want 
to be faithful to him above all else. Nevertheless, 
we tend to domesticate him, rounding off the hard 
edges, softening the sharp and pointed words, 
managing his frightening actions that, for fear, 
we refuse to ponder too long. We cage him up, 
privatising, declawing our religion, wheeling him 
out for a quick show when it’s convenient, keeping 
him hidden away when it’s not. We are expert at 
making him beneficial, conventional, docile, safe. 
   But the Church—and the Holy Spirit who guides 
her—won’t let us do this for long. Look at this 
week’s readings. With Jesus’ parables, we’ve 
got the Living God speaking to us and teaching 
us. With his actions, we’ve got the Living God at 
work in the world. Today’s Old Testament reading 
anticipates this. The New Testament reading 
helps us ponder it. And as we pass through these 
readings, brace yourself for the encounter? That’s 
the shape of the Mass.
   The lion paces. He’s going to break out of his 
cage. He’s going to find you. He always does. No 
one can keep him at a safe distance. He’s already 
stalking among us. He’s going to rule this world, 
destroying death and sin and evil once and for all. 
Don’t let go of his mane! Hold on; hold firm. He will 
leap and the never-ending day will dawn. 
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