
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline your ear to 
my cry for help, O Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 62)
ANTIPHON: My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
RESPONSE: My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
LECTOR:  O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. My body pines for 
you like a dry, weary land without water. R.
LECTOR: So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory. For your love is 
better than life, my lips will speak your praise. R.
LECTOR: So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. My soul shall be filled 
as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy. R.
LECTOR: On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night for you have been my 
help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful and ready; you know not when the Son 
of Man is coming. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose, near restful waters he leads me.

(Or)

The disciples recognised the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.

TODAY’S READINGS Wisdom 6:12-16; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25: 1-13

NEXT WEEK (33rd Sunday Year A) Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; Psalm 127, 1 Thess 5:1-6; 
Matthew 25: 14-30
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 Majellan Christmas Cards

Beautifully designed cards depicting
the true meaning of Christmas are 
available from Majellan Media. The price 
per set is $7.50 for up to 9 sets, including 
postage. The price for 10 to 20 sets is 
$7.00 plus postage. There’s a further 
25%  discount when you order 20 or more 
packs, plus postage. Last orders Friday 
December 8. To order go to: majellan.
media/product/christmas-cards-2023/

Hurry last 
chanceMajellan 
Christmas 
Cards

Be awake and 
prepared

           12 November 2023    32nd Sunday Year A  In biblical times, people wed at a young age 
with marriages arranged by the fathers of the 
couple. The betrothal took place in early youth 
and was a legal marriage, although the woman 
remained in her father’s house. 
   The wedding took place at a later stage 
when the bridegroom would come at a pre-
arranged time to the parental home of the 
bride, and the betrothed woman, accompanied 
by a colourful procession went to the house of 
the groom where a feast would be held for all.
   Jesus uses this scenario in a parable about 
the kingdom which he both proclaimed 
and inaugurated in word and deed. The ten 
bridesmaids awaiting the coming of Christ 
in glory at the end of time. The kingdom 
is among us but what is our approach 
to the second coming of Christ? Are we 
enthusiastically living a life of faith and 
bearing witness to our belief by incarnating the 
values of Jesus. 
   Do we, like some in the Thessalonian 
community, passively await the coming of 
the fullness of God’s kingdom. Mindful of the 
brokenness evident in our world do we merely 
cling to the hope that things can change for 
the better?
   All the bridesmaids in the parable fall asleep, 
but wake at the coming of the bridal party. 
However, there is a degree of consternation as 
only half have thought to provide themselves 
with extra oil. The oil symbolises our 
willingness to invest daily in deepening our 
relationship with the Lord and serving the 
community. 

   We cannot expect to drift gently into eternal 
salvation. We must realise the necessity and 
urgency of witnessing and living the gospel, and 
of being spiritually and morally awake all the 
days of our lives.
   Like the bridesmaids, it is time for each of 
to take stock of our personal situation as well 
as the situation of our community and our 
society. Perhaps there is a need to undertake 
a renewal of our lives. How do we do this? 
Perhaps it is through a renewed commitment to 
prayer. Perhaps it is by taking steps to enhance 
out biblical and theological literacy. Perhaps 
it is through a commitment to become more 
engaged in the life of our parish community. 
Perhaps it is by an undertaking to grow our 
relational skills in the service of our family. 
Perhaps it is by choosing to join a group who 
work with those on the margins of our society 
providing them with food, shelter, and the 
necessities of life. 
   There are many ways of growing our 
commitment to make a difference in the lives 
of those we love, to contribute more to our 
community and to renew our spiritual life. This 
commitment requires us to take stock of our 
lives, to reflect on the vision of the ‘kingdom of 
God’, and to actively and strategically plan how 
we will change so that the door to the heavenly 
banquet will be open for us.
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