
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your 
prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 50)
ANTIPHON: I will rise and go to my father.
RESPONSE: I will rise and go to my father.
LECTOR: Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt and cleanse me from my sin. R.
LECTOR: A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me 
away from your presence, nor deprive me of your holy spirit. R.
LECTOR: O Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall declare your praise. My sacrifice is a contrite 
spirit; a humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of 
men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.

Or 

The chalice of blessing that we bless is a communion in the Blood of Christ; and the bread 
that we break is a sharing in the Body of the Lord. 

TODAY’S READINGS Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-32

NEXT WEEK (25th Sunday of Year C) Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 112; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Luke 16:1-13
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St Gerard’s Feast Day Blessing
Join us online in celebration for St Gerard Majella’s feast day on 
Sunday October 16. St Gerard was born on April 6, 1726, in Muro 
Lucano, in Southern Italy. He desperately wanted to serve God 
but was twice rejected by the Capuchin order because of his 
sickly health. He was finally accepted by the Redemptorists as 
a lay brother. Saint Gerard died of tuberculosis at the age of 29. 
His intercession is sought for children, unborn children, women 
in childbirth, mothers, expectant mothers, motherhood, the 
falsely accused, good confessions and lay brothers.To receive 
the program and prayer card and register your prayer intention 
go to www.majellan.media/your-prayers
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   The central claim of our faith is 
summarised by St Paul in today’s readings. 
“This saying is trustworthy and deserves 
full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.”
   The main promise of the Christian faith 
is that Jesus has fixed the problem of the 
human condition by defeating death and 
freeing us from the power of sin. Because 
of Christ’s triumph over sin and death, any 
human being, at any moment, can turn from 
their sins that threaten to eternally separate 
them from God and be reconciled. 
   Today’s Mass readings give three examples 
of a theme we see time and time again in 
the Scriptures; God’s people commit horrible 
sins and, instead of receiving what they 
deserve, God forgives and restores them. 
   The Israelites in the first reading set up 
and worship a golden calf. Idolatry is fiercely 
condemned by God in the Old Testament 
because it cuts people off from their loving 
creator and elevates something else without 
the goodness and holiness of the one true 
God in his place. No other being, person or 
thing but God alone can be entrusted with 
the human heart’s need to worship.
   In the responsorial Psalm, we hear the 
lament of David who is guilty of an affair and 
conspiring to have a man killed to cover up 
his infidelity. Although he was God’s chosen 
leader of Israel, his self-indulgence leads to 
the destruction of a family and is a betrayal 

of his unique relationship with the God who 
gave him everything. 
   In the second reading, Paul tells his 
testimony of how he was a violent persecutor 
of Christians. His rage, judgment and violent 
hatred for God’s people made him an enemy 
of the God he claimed to serve.
   While the actions of the Israelites, David 
and Paul are particularly damaging, there is 
something of their actions in every human 
sin, no matter how small. Every sin is part 
idolatry, because it places our will and our 
love for ourselves or for things above God 
and his commandments. Every sin is also 
part adultery, as we betray the special, loving 
relationship that God has created us for to 
love something else. Every sin is also part 
violence, as it ruptures the God’s plan for the 
world and creates enmity between people.
   And God’s response to the destruction of 
sin is proclaimed in today’s gospel. “What 
man among you having a hundred sheep and 
losing one of them would not leave the ninety-
nine in the desert and go after the lost one 
until he finds it?”
   On each of these occasions in today’s 
readings, God looked upon his people’s 
repentant hearts, wiped away their guilt and 
brought them back to him. Our faith is not 
just about being a good person, because none 
of us are truly good. It is instead about seeing 
ourselves as rescued sheep. 
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